SOURCES OF POETIC INSPIRATION AND VISION

on the extent to which it manifests its power and
overrides rather than serves the mentality which
it is helping. At present it does not do that suffi-
ciently to raise the work to the full greatness of
the worker.

And then what do you mean exactly by greatness
in poetry? One can say that Virgil is greater than
Catullus and that many of Virgil's lines are greater
than anything Catullus ever achieved. But poetical
perfection is not the same thing as poetical greatness.
Virgil is perfect at his best, but Catullus too is
perfect at his best: even, each has a certain exquisite-
ness of perfection, each in his own kind. Virgil's
kind is large and deep, that of Catullus sweet and
intense. Virgil's art reached or had from its begin-
ning a greater and more constant ripeness than
that of Catullus. We can say then that Virgil was
a greater poet and artist of word and rhythm but we
cannot say that his poetry, at his best, was more
perfect poetry and that of Catullus less perfect.
That renders futile many of the attempts at com-
parison like Arnold's comparison of Wordsworth's
Skylark with Shelley's. You may say that Milton
was a greater poet than Blake, but there can always
be people, not aesthetically insensitive, who would
prefer Blake's lyrical work to Milton's grander
achievement, and there are certainly things in
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